
This week: W7 The Rise of Israel 

God eventually gives Israel a King, Saul, who starts well but in the end is 

rejected by God for his disobedience.  Saul is succeeded by David, the boy 

who defeats a giant and becomes a national hero.  As a result of David’s 

military victories and spiritual passion, Israel reaches a high point in its 

history and King David becomes a symbol of a much greater king to come 

– Jesus Christ.  

 

Daily Readings 

1 The real world 1 Samuel 1 – 3 

 Which character from our reading do you identify with?  What do 

you learn from their experience that can help you?  How could you 

do a better job of modelling your commitment to Christ to those 

around you – especially young people? 

2 Long live the king!  1 Samuel 8 – 10 

 When you say ‘Jesus is Lord’ what do you mean?  What could you 

do this week to cultivate the ability to hear God better? 

3 Only a boy named David  1 Samuel  16:1 – 18:16 

 How have you reacted to the successes in your life?  Who around 

you has a heart for God and how can you tell?  How could you 

cultivate a heart for God? 

4 First impulse 1 Samuel 23:7 – 24:22 

 Think of some situations when you have been tempted.  What was 

your first impulse?  Think of one situation in which you need to be 

courageous and trust God.  What will that require of you? 

5 Go for it, David!  2 Samuel 5 – 7 

 Has God ever shaped your character through difficulties?  How?  

Are you still applying those lessons today?  

Next week: W8 The Fall of Israel 
 

 

My favourite Bible verse  -  Diane Petherick Holt, The Link, Newtownards 

‘If you do away with the yoke of oppression, with the pointing finger and malicious talk, 

and if you spend yourselves on behalf of the hungry and satisfy the needs of the 

oppressed, then your light will rise in the darkness, and your night will become like the 

noonday.    The Lord will guide you always; he will satisfy your needs in a sun-scorched 

land and will strengthen your frame. You will be like a well-watered garden, like a spring 

whose waters never fail.      [Isaiah 58:9-11 NIV] 

‘I love this passage because it highlights God’s leaning towards the poor and even seems 

to suggest that we are totally changed by our spending of ourselves on their behalf. As we 

think we were helping others, God is actually changing our hearts, minds and indeed our 

judgmentalism.  Only as we are changed by God can our “light rise in the darkness”.      

Last week:  W6 The Judges 
Refresh (A summary of last week’s message): 

• Judges is a difficult book showing the catastrophic implosion that happens when we 

replace the true God in our hearts with worthless idols. 

• The pattern of rebellion / retribution / repentance / rescue shows God's abundant 

grace in saving people who 'refused to give up their evil practises and stubborn ways'.  

We see the Israelites difficulty comes from repeatedly engaging with the gods of the 

peoples around them who they should have driven out. 

• We note God working in varied ways with different people in His own timing to teach 

the people of their need to rely on Him for all things, and also learn the importance of 

passing on what we know of God to ensure that we are not left with a generation that 

don’t know what the Lord has done. 

• Judges also points to the need for a permanent Messiah, Jesus Christ, who can save 

people from their spiralling sin patterns and transform them completely. 

Freshen up (Some ideas) 

The Holy Spirit is our first teacher on what the bible is saying.  However, the Holy Spirit 

also uses other people to interpret the bible to us (translators and teachers). 

He also uses the work of others, in a concordance, to help unearth precious truths – but it 

is the Holy Spirit’s task to minister those truths.  When we use a concordance, we are able 

to interpret a word or a truth in agreement with the rest of the bible. 

A concordance is one of the most important tools we have for studying the bible.  I 

wonder how Paul managed without one!  Perhaps he knew the scriptures so well, he was 

one!   Roger Forster, Ichthus Christian Fellowship 

Refreshed?  

Please tell us your experience of what the Bible has meant, and still 

means, to you:    admin@christchurchbelfast.org  


